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The frame of the workshop organization: 
Societies are changing fast and are troubled by transformations that lead to increasing social 
heterogeneity and instability, growing social and space inequalities. Moreover the economic crisis 
that has hit particularly the industrialized countries starting in 2008 appears to be long lasting and to 
produce serious social difficulties. The series of seminars is oriented to present some of the main 
theoretical and methodological issues raised in the recent debates on social change and the dynamic 
and diversity of capitalism with a specific focus on local and urban systems and new space and 
social inequalities. 
Timing: 
Seminars will be given in January-May 2014. Dates will be fixed by January 2014. A detailed 
syllabus, reading materials and a bibliography for each lesson will be provided in advance. 
Method: 
Seminars will be held in English. Seminars will be articulated in a presentation of 50/ 60 minutes 
followed by a round of reactions, communications and questions from students based also on the 
pre-distributed readings and on a final round of conclusions. 
 

List of seminars: 

1. How to study contemporary societies and the crisis: globalization, national and local 
diversity and the dynamic of capitalism. General introduction to the seminar program.  
(Enzo Mingione) (January 14, 10.00). 

2. Day international conference organized by the Department of Sociology on “Mercato del 
lavoro e società di fronte alla crisi: scenari possibili e sfide per le scienze sociali” (January 
27, Auditorium Guido Martinotti) (see program attached) 

3. Comparative analysis of welfare systems and social change in industrialized countries. 
(Enzo Mingione, February 3, 15.00).  

4. Economic innovation and local development (Francesco Ramella) (February 17, 14.30). 
5. Ethnography of responses to unemployment and crisis in different poverty contexts (Susana 

Narotsky, March 5, 15.00) 
6. Urban poverty and the economic crisis: the Italian North-South divisions in comparative 

perspective (David Benassi and Enrica Morlicchio) (April 29, 14.30) 
7. Social Innovation: at the crossroads between innovation systems and human development 

(Frank Moulaert) (May 15, 15.00). 
8. The uncertain development of metropolitan governance: comparing England's first and 

second city regions (Michael Harloe) (May 21, 15.00). 
9. Rescaling and multi-level Governance (Yuri Kazepov) (May 29, !4.30-16.00 con studenti 

società europee comparate aula U7-14 – discussion 16.30-18.00 Aula 23). 
10. Welfare systems: from national to local and the impact of the crisis (Enzo Mingione) (June 

3, 15:00). 


