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The course is aimed at providing PhD students with conceptual and methodological instruments that have been 
developed by urban sociology in order to study the most relevant social and political dynamics taking place in 
contemporary cities. The focus of the course is on the social and physical impact of globalization in contemporary cities 
and the governance systems that have been developed to promote and manage urban transformations. The course is 
proposed to both Urban Planning and Urban Sociology PhD candidates and combines both theoretical and empirical 
analysis. PhD students are required to participate actively in the course. 

The course is organized in two parallel sections. The section on global cities is focused on the sociological analysis of 
the impact of globalization processes on contemporary cities. Starting from a general review of the main theoretical and 
empirical contributions to the understanding of contemporary global cities, specific attention will be paid to current 
physical, social and economic trends. In particular, the theoretical debate about gentrification and urban segregation will 
be reviewed and empirical analyses of these phenomena in specific cities will be presented and discussed. Finally, the 
most significant urban policies will be considered. 

The section on urban transformation presents the main models for the understanding and interpretation of the 
governance of urban transformations: political economy perspectives, the “growth machine” and urban regime theory. 
These models will be presented critically and assessed with respect to their explanatory power, using empirical 
application of these interpretative models to specific cities and projects. 

Students are required to study the readings before attending class and will be asked to identify a global city and gather 
data and information about the various aspects that are considered in the course. Time will be set aside during each class 
to compare and discuss data, combining theoretical with empirical analysis of cities in a comparative perspective. 

PhD students are required: 

a) to write a paper, in accordance with specific guidelines provided, which addresses a global city analysed 
during the course. Comments and criticisms of the first draft of the paper will be provided by Prof. Ranci, and 
students will be invited to submit a second and final version for evaluation; 

OR 

b) to prepare a research project, in accordance with an outline provided, dealing with a city’s principal 
transformation or with a large-scale project in the city. The research project is to use one of the models 
presented in the course to analyse and explain a city’s transformation.  Comments and criticisms of the first 
draft of the research project will be provided by Prof. Vicari, and students will be invited to submit a second 
and final version for evaluation.   
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