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Visual research methods and approaches are, by now, quite fashionable in a number of 

disciplines: for some of them, like sociology, they are a sort of a novelty, which popularity 

dates at the most a couple of decades; for others, like anthropology, ethnography and 

geography, they have always represented such an intrinsic part of field research that is quite 

impossible to imagine a research report, or a regional description, even one hundred years 

old, not displaying maps, or not comparing photos. Altogether, visual research methods 

embrace both making research with images, and making research on images. In the first case, 

images and videos may be produced simply to offer evidence to different kinds of research, or 

to investigate changes and territorial transformations (re-photography). Images and videos 

may also be used as research tools in themselves, in order to stimulate emotions and 

comments from the interviewees. In these cases, specific research techniques are applied, 

such as soliloquium or photo-elicitation interviews. On the other hand, making research on 

images means facing the world of “representation”. In these cases, it may be implemented in 

order to analyze how images are used in connection with gender and race stereotypes, or to 

investigate how pictures frame contemporary dramas, such as migrations, wars or “natural 

disasters”.  

 

Course outline: 

29 February 2015, 10:00 -13:00  

Elena dell’Agnese: Landscapes as social metaphors  

29 February 2015, 14:30 -17:30 Author meets critics: Lorenzo Rinelli’ s African Migrants 

and Europe: Managing the ultimate frontier, with  Elena dell’Agnese and Chiara Giubilaro   

1 March 2015,  9:00 – 13:00 

Lorenzo Bagnoli: Tourist icons and maps in contemporary Visual Culture  

2 March 2015,  9:00 – 11:00 

Chiara Giubilaro: The aesthetics and politics of migrations  

2 March 2015, 11:00 – 13:00 

Erica Grossi: On (Iconic) Violence. Photography ‘sub specie bellica’   

3 March 2015,  9:00 – 11:00 

Lorenzo Natali: Itinerant soliloquies and subjective production of images  

3 March 2015, 11:00 – 13:00 

Annalisa Frisina: Making collaborative visual ethnography with young people  

4 March 2015, 10:00 – 13:00 

Cristiano Mutti: Rephotography and photoelicitation  

4 March 2015,  14:30 – 17:30 

Maurizo Memoli, Francesca Governa e Claudio Jampaglia: Non-representation and multiplicity 

(Tunis, Cagliari, Marsiglia)  


