
THE GOVERNANCE OF URBAN SPACES 

Academic year 2014-15 

An intensive week of seminars jointly organized by the following Doctoral Programs: 

Doctoral Program in Urban Studies, GSSI, L’Aquila 

Doctoral Program in Urban Planning, Design, and Policy, Politecnico di Milano 

Doctoral Program in European Urban Studies and Information Society (URBEUR-QUA-SI),  

Università di Milano-Bicocca 

Doctoral Program in Sociology and Social Research, Università di Milano-Bicocca 

This series of seminars addresses the general issue of urban governance following two main directions: one 

deals with the institutional dimensions and the other is concerned with major urban transformations. The 

first will deal with the different models of local and metropolitan government, with the relationship 

between local governance and urban innovation and with the promise and the limits of strategic planning, 

in a comparative perspective. The second will present the main models for the understanding and 

interpretation of the governance of urban transformations: political economy perspectives, the "growth 

machine" and urban regime theory. These models will be critically assessed with respect to their 

explanatory power, using empirical application of these interpretative models to specific cities and projects. 

Instructors: Fabrizio Barca, Ministero dell’Economia e delle Finanze,  Bruno Dente, Politecnico di Milano, 

Moneyba Gonzalez Medina, Universidad Pablo de Olavide, Sevilla, Serena Vicari Haddock, Università di 

Milano-Bicocca 

Timing: Seminars will take place in an intensive week (May 18-22, 2015) at GSSI, L’Aquila. A detailed 

program of the seminars, syllabus, reading materials and a bibliography for each seminar will be provided 

in advance. 

 

Monday 18 May        15.00 -18.00 Serena Vicari Haddock The present and future of the 

European city 

Tuesday 19 May          9.30 - 12.30 Serena Vicari Haddock Who governs the city? 

Approaches and models 

Tuesday 19 May         15.00 -18.00 Serena Vicari Haddock Who governs the city? 

Approaches and models 

Wednesday 20 May    9.30 - 12.30 Moneyba Gonzalez Medina Urban strategic planning in a 

comparative perspective 

Wednesday 20 May   15.00 -18.00 Moneyba Gonzalez Medina Urban strategic planning in a 

comparative perspective 

Thursday 21 May        9.30 - 12.30 Bruno Dente Measuring Urban Innovation 

Thursday 21 May     15.00 – 18.00 Bruno Dente Measuring governance 

Friday 22 May              9.30 - 12.30 Fabrizio Barca Rebuilding L’Aquila: how to solve 

the governance problem 

 

Organization: Seminars will be held in English and organized around a presentation of 45/ 60 minutes 

followed by a round of reactions, comments and questions from students (based on pre-distributed 

readings) and on a final round of concluding remarks. 


