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The concepts of networks and social capital have been widely used in the last three decades by both 
academics and practitioners to analyze (local) territorial development. As many authors suggest, it 

is not by chance that these two concepts have become relevant in this period; changes in the 
organization of production along with globalization processes (among which increasing 
geographical mobility) are key factors to explain this success, and to explain the resurgence of the 

importance of territory (whether it be the region, district, local socio-economic productive system, 
metropolitan area or city). Within this framework, social networks and social capital have been 

considered as strategic resources that can favor the competitiveness and social cohesion of 
territories (local competitive collective goods), though they can also inhibit them. The conditions 
under which social networks and social capital can be “productive” have been analyzed for several 

years and by a number of authors. They focus primarily on the structure of the networks and the 
interactions with other territorial actors (political, economic and social actors) and their forms of 
governance. 

Lessons will deal with all of these issues, disentangling the concepts of social capital, local 
competitive good and territorial development. 

Timing: 

Lessons will be given in or around May. Dates can change in to reflect updated engagements of 

both professors and students. A syllabus for each lesson will be provided at the beginning of the 

academic year. 

Method: 

Bibliographic references will be handed out to students one month before the start of lessons. 

Lessons will be structured in two parts. The first part discusses the role of networks, the concept of 

social capital and its theoretical approaches, and the link with territorial development. Students will 

be asked to present and discuss one theoretical approach each. The second part presents 

comparative empirical results, and professors will present their work. 

Lessons will be held in English (provided foreign students are present). 

Provisionary lessons titles: 

1. 22 aprile 10.00-12.30 Social networks: from the anthropological roots to the structural 

school (Alberta Andreotti) 

2. 29 aprile 10.00-12.30 Social networks and social capital: two different but intertwined 

concepts: three approaches with reference to the territorial development. What territorial 

development means [the meaning of territory (regions, districts, cities)] (Alberta Andreotti). 

3. 6 maggio 10.00-12.30 Discussion with the students about the different approaches (Alberta 

Andreotti) 

4. 14 maggio alle 14:30-17.30 The anthropological perspective: Social networks and local 

development (Simone Ghezzi) 

5. 23 maggio ore 10.30-13.30 Local collective goods: two case studies (Valentina Pacetti) 

6. 28 maggio ore 10.30-13.30 The resilience of the informal economy between backwardness 

and local development processes (Diego Coletto) 

7. 7 giugno ore 14.30 Local competitive collective goods and local development in 

comparative perspective (Patrick Le Galès)   

8.  


