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Cities under transformation: Housing issues 

 

One of the challenges for European cities in the near future is certainly to give an answer to a 

number of new and old housing issues. The increase in housing inequality, caused by decades of 

cutbacks in the field of public housing and exacerbated by the global economic crisis, undermines 

the assumptions of the European urban model, historically characterized by the convergence of 

economic competitiveness and social cohesion. 

Compared to the pioneering studies of the late nineteenth century on the housing question and 

living conditions of the urban working class, the quantitative shortage of housing is no longer the 

main issue on the agenda. Neither are of particular concern the conditions of the housing stock, 

which reached, at least in Western Europe, good quality standards. In recent decades new forms of 

deprivation are emerging, as the increasing burden of housing costs, a difficult access to the housing 

market for some social groups, problems related to the quality of the neighborhood, the persistence 

of homelessness. 

Today like in its origins the housing question is essentially an urban question. In fact, the problem 

of affordability is found particularly in major urban areas, where housing demand is higher and the 

dynamics of real estate and land market push prices upward. At the same time in the cities, 

especially in some peripheral neighborhoods, social and environmental problems are concentrated, 

residents suffer from poor integration with the rest of the urban fabric, and lack of proximity 

services. Moreover, urban areas see the emergence of specific housing problems for particular 

groups, like young people and immigrants, who have fewer economic resources, especially if they 

cannot count on the help of their family network. Finally, in urban interstices appear, more or less 

visible, the most severe manifestations of housing exclusion, both in the form of individual 

homelessness, and formal/informal collective settlements. 

The course will address these issues both from the sociological and the social policy point of view, 

adopting a cross-European comparative perspective. 



 

 

Couse Programme 

 

2 March 2014  (14.30-17.30) Housing and social inequalities:   

Dr. Palvarini Pietro – University of Milan-  

9 March 2014 (14.30-17.30)  Social effects of regeneration policies in France 

    Prof.  Christine Lelevrier Université Paris-Est-Créteil Cité Descartes 

16 March 2014 (14.30-17.30) Social mix and social cohesion new strategies for the urban 

regeneration in Italy? 

 Dr. Silvia Mugnano- University of Milan Bicocca 

 


