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An increasing number of studies have dealt with the theme of the interactions between the spatial 
and morphological features of the city, the socio-economic structure of the societies inhabiting 
them, and the mobility of populations. Many of these studies have concluded that mobility is 

growing more and more substantial in urban societies, with increasingly less marked divergences 
between genders, professions and income classes, and that suburban areas, and the populations 

living in them, are the most affected. The explanations are related to the changes taking place in the 
labour market, in the socio-economic system in general and in urban morphology; they focus in 
particular on the progressive concentration of work places and opportunities in the central areas of 

cities, and the location of residences in increasingly distant and scattered suburbs. The resulting 
spatial and social spread of mobility has been described as the consequence of both the gradual 

acquisition of the right to travel on the part of increasingly numerous social groups, and on their 
improved access to urban spaces and opportunities. 
Although mobility is an essential condition to access urban assets and services and a fundamental 

factor for social and urban integration, it is, however, not evenly distributed among individuals and 
social groups; quality varies considerably in terms of resources used and restrictions limiting their 

use. The inequalities relate both to the different social distribution of access resources (urban, socio-
economic, cultural and temporal) and to the presence of restrictions (space-time and social) which 
hinder their use. 

Lectures will deal with all of these issues, disentangling the concepts of urban mobility, 
accessibility and urban equity. 

 

Provisionary lecture titles: 

1. Mobility and the new metropolitan Europe (Matteo Colleoni – University of Milan Bicocca, 

Italy) 

2. Transport and social exclusion (Karen Lucas – Transport Studies Unit, University of 

Oxford, UK) 

3. Mobile populations and urban changes (Giampaolo Nuvolati – University of Milan Bicocca, 

Italy) 

4. Social change, space and mobility (Joachim Scheiner – Technische Universitaet Dortmund, 

Germany)  

5. GPS and GIS for collecting and analysing spatio-temporal information on mobility (Mario 

Boffi – University of Milan Bicocca, Italy) 

6. Car dependence within city regions (Walter Hecq – Centre d’Etudes Economiques et 

Sociales de l’Environnement Université de Brussels, or Philippe Crist – Transport Research 

Center OECD) 

7. Policies and innovative practices for sustainable mobility (Barbara Lenz – Institute of 

Transport Research – Institute German Aerospace Center DLR, Germany) 

8. Temporal policies for sustainable mobility in a framework of governance (Stefano Stabilini 

– Politecnico of Milan, Italy) 


