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The frame of the workshop organization: 

Societies are changing fast and are troubled by transformations that lead to increasing social 

heterogeneity and instability, growing social and space inequalities. Moreover the economic crisis 

that has hit particularly the industrialized countries starting in 2008 appears to be long lasting and to 

produce serious social difficulties. The series of seminars is oriented to present some of the main 

issues raised in the recent debates on social change and the dynamic and diversity of capitalism with 

a specific focus on local and urban systems and new space and social inequalities. The radical 

recent transformation of Milan and the impact of the 2015 Expo will be also a good occasion to 

reflect on the challenges of urban social change.  

Timing: 

Seminars will take place in an intensive week (April 16-22). Saturday April 18th and probably also 

Sunday April 19th will be dedicated to visits of Milan and to visit and meetings in relation to the 

organization of the Expo event: how the city has been changing radically in the last decade and how 

is the Expo impacting on the city. A detailed program of the seminars and events, syllabus, reading 

materials and a bibliography for each seminar will be provided in advance. 

Method: 

Seminars will be held in English. Seminars will be articulated in a presentation of 50/ 60 minutes 

followed by a round of reactions, communications and questions from students based also on the 

pre-distributed readings and on a final round of conclusions. 

 

List of seminars: 

1. Social change and economic crisis in European cities: an introduction. (Enzo Mingione). 16 

2. Immigration and the multicultural city (Patrick Simon). 16 

3. Rescaling and multi-level Governance (Yuri Kazepov). 17 

4. Inequalities and social exclusion in urban milieus (David Benassi and Enrica Morlicchio) 20 

5. Ethnography of livelihood responses to the crisis in different urban contexts (Susana 

Narotsky) 20 

6. The challenge of the legacy of the Expo experience (Polytechnic of Milan) 21 

7. Local governance and participation (Lavinia Bifulco) 22 

8. Final conclusion debate with the students (Serena Vicari, David Benassi, Enzo Mingione) 22 


