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Creativity and the making of the creative city have generated a great deal of interest, policy debate 
and action, particularly in the last decades. The concepts are popular with politicians, who use them 

to highlight the cultural assets of their cities and thus to enhance the city’s image in the context of 
international competition. Behind the scenes, scholars in many fields concerned with urban 

development have tackled the issue of creativity, noting in particular its roots in the social and 
urban context; many have sought to identify effective ways to promote creativity as a means to 
foster the development of cultural industries. 

Notwithstanding the recent debate around the creative city, nexuses between culture and city are as 
old as the human society is, as the sociological analysis extensively has been underlying; not only 

artistic, political and in general cultural avant-garde arose in cities, but the city is also the stage 
where a whole spectrum of (multiple)identities are available for urban inhabitants, thus questioning 
constantly the city image. 

The module has the ambitions of tackle analytically the relation between culture and city, going 
beyond the simple (but much abused) label of the creative city, offering a critical presentation and 

discussion of a number of relevant elements with experts from different disciplines.  
 
Methodology 

Students will be provided with a list of readings for the discussions and for lectures at the 
beginning, so that they will be prepared for the discussions and the lectures. 

The whole module will be organised so to offer a platform to talk and discuss with such issues with 
experts, both face-to-face and using 2.0 web interfaces. 
 

Description  

The module will start offering a general overview of the issues related to the creative and cultural 

city, and with an open discussion. Then a lecture about the different cultures converging in the city, 
will address topic as different ethnic groups, sub-cultures, gender orientations and so on. Two issues 
then follow: one about images and rhetoric of the creative city discourse and its political outcome, 

and one related to the creative underclass and the increasing dualisation of the cultural labour. The 
module will go on with a slight change in perspective and the links between creativity and social 

innovation will be addressed. The final lecture will be a discussion about how culture (and in 
particular cultural economy) can be organised in the city, offering students a critical view of the 
politics of urban culture, of its governance and so on. A final workshop/roundtable with all lecturers 

discussing the topics with students could be also planned. 
 

Programme 

25/2/2013 (morning)  The creative and cultural city: an introduction (Marianna d'Ovidio) 
26/2/2013 (morning)  Cultures of city (Daniela Cherubini and Roberta Marzorati) 

28/2/2013 (morning) Images and rethorics of creative cities (Alberto Vanolo) 
4/3/2013 (morning) The creative underclass (Betram Niessen) 

6/3/2012 (morning) The politics of culture and its governance (Andy Pratt) 
6/3/2012 (afternoon) Closing roundtable (Cherubini, d'Ovidio, Marzorati, Niessen, Pratt) 


